
Why Some Christians Struggle  
And Suffer In Life  

 
(NIV84) Jdg 2:10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another 
generation grew up, who 1) knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.   
 
11 Then the Israelites 2) did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals.  12 3) They 
forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt. They 
followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them.  
 
4) They provoked the LORD to anger  (they kept doing wrong)13 because they forsook him 
and served Baal and the Ashtoreths.   
 
14 In his anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders who plundered them. 
He sold them to their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist.  15 
Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them to defeat them, 
just as he had sworn to them. They were in great distress.   
 
16 Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.   
 
17 5) Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and 
worshiped them. Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the way in which their 
fathers had walked, the way of obedience to the LORD’s commands.   
18 Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and saved them 
out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had compassion 
on them as they groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them.  19 But when the 
judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, 
following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil 
practices and stubborn ways.   

(NKJV) 2 Ch 20:20 So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness 
of Tekoa; and as they went out,  
Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and 
you shall prosper.”  

 
20 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and said, “Because this nation has 
violated the covenant that I laid down for their forefathers and has not listened to me,  21 I 
will no longer drive out before them any of the nations Joshua left when he died.   
22 I will use them to test Israel and see whether they will keep the way of the LORD and walk 
in it as their forefathers did.”   
23 The LORD had allowed those nations to remain; he did not drive them out at once by 
giving them into the hands of Joshua.  

  
 

This is 
Why Some Christians Struggle  



And Suffer In Life 
 
(NIV84) Is 42:18 “Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see!  19 Who is blind but my 
servant, and deaf like the messenger I send? Who is blind like the one committed to me, 
blind like the servant of the LORD?   
20 You have seen many things, but have paid no attention; your ears are open, but you 
hear nothing.”   
21 It pleased the LORD for the sake of his righteousness to make his law great and 
glorious.   
 
22 But this is a people plundered and looted, all of them trapped in pits or hidden away in 
prisons. They have become plunder, with no one to rescue them; they have been made loot, 
with no one to say, “Send them back.”  23 Which of you will listen to this or pay close 
attention in time to come?  24 Who handed Jacob over to become loot, and Israel to the 
plunderers? Was it not the LORD, against whom we have sinned? For they would not 
follow his ways; they did not obey his law.   
 
25 So he poured out on them his burning anger, the violence of war. It enveloped them in 
flames, yet they did not understand; it consumed them, but they did not take it to heart.  
 
(NIV84) Is 43:1 But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, O Jacob, he 
who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine.  2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when 
you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  
 
 
I.              This is the history of all mankind! 

A.            When in trouble we turn to the Lord. But when trouble is gone, we turn away from 
the Lord. We think we can do without him and we do things our way. 
1.            As a result, we get in trouble and then we turned back to the Lord until 

things get all right. Then, again we turn away from the Lord. 
2.            Therefore, God keeps the situations in our life so that we will learn from 

experience that to disobey God will bring trouble. Obedience to him will 
bring and keep deliverance. 

3.            Let us look and what started this sorry state of affairs. 
(NIV84) Jdg 2:10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another 
generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.   
 
IGNORANCE OF THE LORD’S WORD IS THE MAJOR REASON FOR SUFFERING 

 
B.           Failure to know and submit to the Lord can be dangerous for your health and your 

family’s. You must learn to put the Lord first in your life. He will not accept 
second-place to anything in this world. 
1.            What is the first and greatest commandment? 



2.            Then he tells us, we shall have no other gods before him. We must take the 
time to learn of him if we intend to be blessed.  

 
FAILURE TO KNOW AND OBEY THE LORD CAN BE DANGEROUS FOR YOUR 
HEALTH & YOUR FAMILY’S 
 

Even today this applies to those saved! 
(NIV84) 2 Th 1:8 He will punish those who do not know God and do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  

 
(NIV84) Heb 10:26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,  27 but 
only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will 
consume the enemies of God.  28 Anyone who rejected the law of 
Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.   
 
29 How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be 
punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated 
as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and 
who has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know him who said, 
“It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge 
his people.”  31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.  
 
(NIV84) Ro 1:28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile 
to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved 
mind, to do what ought not to be done.  

 
 
(NIV84) Jdg 2:10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their 
fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he 
had done for Israel.   
 

THEY NEITHER KNEW THE LORD NOR WHAT HE HAD DONE BEFORE 
 

C.           They did not (1) know him enough to know what he expected of them and they did 
not (2)  know what he would do for those that love him and put him first! 
1.            They were ignorant of his word and what he expected 

a.            Which meant an ignorance of him 
2.            They were ignorant of his works 

a.            That he would take care of them 
D.           Look at the first commandment: 
(NKJV) Ex 20:1 And God spoke all these words, saying:  2 “I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  

GOD IS OUR DELIVERER! WE CAN’T DELIVER OURSELVES! 
Who is He?(Deliverer) 



3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.  
What does he expects of us from his word? (expectation) 
1.            This tells us he is a deliverer. He will see to it that we do not suffer under 

any bondage. 
a.            Think of things we can be in bondage to? 
b.            He wants to remind us that he will take care of us. 
c.            Then tells us he is to be first in our lives. 

2.            Our God will deliver us if we will keep him first in our lives! 
 
 

OUR GOD WILL DELIVER US FROM ALL BONDAGE IF WE WILL KEEP HIM 
FIRST IN OUR LIVES! 
 

3.            This is why Jesus said we shall know the truth and it shall make us free! 
 

E.            Then, as a result of their ignorance… 
11 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals.   
 
1.            They began to put other things in front of God. He said he would have no 

God's before him. 
2.            it may not have seemed much to them, but it was evil in his eyes! 
3.            Again, this happen because they did not know him. 
4.            They went after the other gods because that's what other people around 

them were doing. 
YOU CANNOT FOLLOW THE WAYS OF THE WORLD AND HONOR GOD! 

 
F.            Jdg 2:12 They forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought 

them out of Egypt.  
They followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them.  
They provoked the LORD to anger 13 because they forsook him and served 
Baal and the Ashtoreths.    
 
1.            They kept doing it! They provoked him   
2.             They did not listen to their Judges. The men of God. 

(NKJV) 2 Ch 20:20 So they rose early in the morning and went out into 
the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out,  
Jehoshaphat stood and said,  
“Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the 
LORD your God, and you shall be ESTABLISHED; believe His 
prophets, and you shall PROSPER.”  
 

3.            Vs 11 1) knew neither the LORD nor what he had done   
4.            Vs 11 2) did evil in the eyes of the LORD 
5.            Vs 12 3) They forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had 

brought them out of Egypt. They followed and worshiped various gods 
of the peoples around them.  



4) They provoked the LORD to anger 
 

6.            17 5) Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves 
to other gods and worshiped them. 
 

G.           You cannot be like people of the world.  
(NIV84) 1 Pe 2:8 and, “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that 
makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the message—which is 
also what they were destined for.   
 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out 
of darkness into his wonderful light.   
 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.   
 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain 
from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  12 Live such good lives 
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  
(NIV84) 2 Co 5:16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of 
view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 
new has come!  

 
 
(NIV84) Ga 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
(NIV84) Col 3:11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in 
all.  
 
(NIV84) Eph 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  

(NKJV) Eph 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places.  
 
(NKJV) 2 Co 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but 
mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,  
 



5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ,  

  
H.           God punishes those who will not recognize or honor him. Those who dismiss the 

work of his son. 
Jdg 2:14 In his anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders 
who plundered them. He sold them to their enemies all around, whom they 
were no longer able to resist.   
 

WHAT ARE RAIDERS THAT CAN PLUNDER YOUR LIFE? 
 

1.            He can rebuke the devour! Mal 3:11 
   

2.            At first, they could resist. He was there strength. He was their protection. 
He fought their battles for them, but because they turned away from him 
he let them go their own way. 

3.            He uses the world to beat us down when we ignore him. 
(NKJV) Is 1:19 If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good 
of the land;  20 But if you refuse and rebel, You shall be devoured by 
the sword”; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.  
  

4.            This is the reason many Christians are suffering today. They do things their 
way thinking what they do is alright with the Lord. They think  they know 
the Lord but they are deceived.  
a.            Many may hear the word but they don't do it. 
b.            Just because someone hears the word it doesn't make them a 

Christian. 
c.            Many are misled by their preachers. 

I.              Look again at the reason they were suffering: 
(NIV84) Jdg 2:10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their 
fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he 
had done for Israel.   
 

THEY NEITHER KNEW THE LORD NOR WHAT HE HAD DONE BEFORE 
 
15 Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them 
to defeat them, just as he had sworn to them. They were in great distress  
 

WHY WOULD GOD BE AGAINST HIS PEOPLE?  
 

1.            They were going against the will of God. Paul was too.  
(NKJV) Ac 9:5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord 
said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick 
against the goads.”  
 



(NKJV) 1 Co 10:14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.  
 

NKJV) 1 Co 10:21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup 
of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of 
demons. 22 Or do WE PROVOKE THE LORD TO JEALOUSY? 
ARE WE STRONGER THAN HE?  
 
23 ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL FOR ME, BUT NOT ALL 
THINGS ARE HELPFUL; ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL FOR ME, 
BUT NOT ALL THINGS EDIFY.  24 LET NO ONE SEEK HIS 
OWN, BUT EACH ONE THE OTHER’S WELL-BEING.  
 

2.            IF THEY HAD KNOWN THE LORD, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE HAD 
TO FIGHT THE BATTLES THEY HAD TO FIGHT! HE WOULD 
HAVE FOUGHT THEM FOR THEM. 
A.            HOW MUCH NEEDLESS GRIEF WE BEAR TOO SIMPLY 

BECAUSE WE DO NOT TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN 
PRAYER! 
(NKJV) PR 13:15 GOOD UNDERSTANDING GAINS 
FAVOR, BUT THE WAY OF THE UNFAITHFUL IS HARD.  

 
3.            CLEARLY THEY WERE NOT FIGHTING AGAINST JUST THE 

PHYSICAL ENEMY THEY SAW, THEY WERE FIGHTING AGAINST 
THE LORD. 
A.            THIS IS WHAT IS SO TERRIBLE TODAY. MANY PEOPLE 

THINK THAT THEY CANNOT PAY THEIR BILLS BECAUSE 
THEY ARE NOT MAKING ENOUGH MONEY. THE TRUTH 
IS, THEY CANNOT PAY THEIR BILLS, BECAUSE THE 
LORD IS KEEPING THEM FROM DOING IT! 

B.            DEALING WITH THIS PROBLEM AND THAT ONE. ISSUES 
ARE ALL AROUND. EVERY TIME THEY TURN AROUND 
THEY HAVE A NEW PROBLEM. 

C.            DISOBEDIENCE, TURNS THE LORD AGAINST YOU. LOOK 
AT THE SCRIPTURE AGAIN.  

15 WHENEVER ISRAEL WENT OUT TO FIGHT, THE HAND OF 
THE LORD WAS AGAINST THEM TO DEFEAT THEM, JUST AS 
HE HAD SWORN TO THEM. 

4.            ALL OF THIS WAS DUE TO IGNORANCE OF THE WORD OF GOD.  
(NKJV) EX 20:1 AND GOD SPOKE ALL THESE WORDS, SAYING:  2 “I AM 
THE LORD YOUR GOD, WHO BROUGHT YOU OUT OF THE LAND OF 
EGYPT, OUT OF THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE.  

 STOP TRYING TO DELIVER YOURSELF! 
3 “YOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME. 4 “YOU SHALL NOT 
MAKE FOR YOURSELF A CARVED IMAGE—ANY LIKENESS OF 
ANYTHING THAT IS IN HEAVEN ABOVE, OR THAT IS IN THE EARTH 
BENEATH, OR THAT IS IN THE WATER UNDER THE EARTH;   



THIS INCLUDES THE IMAGES THAT ARE ON MONEY! 
 
5 YOU SHALL NOT BOW DOWN TO THEM NOR SERVE THEM.  
 
FOR I, THE LORD YOUR GOD, AM A JEALOUS GOD, VISITING THE 
INIQUITY OF THE FATHERS UPON THE CHILDREN TO THE THIRD AND 
FOURTH GENERATIONS OF THOSE WHO HATE ME,  6 BUT SHOWING 
MERCY TO THOUSANDS, TO THOSE WHO LOVE ME AND KEEP MY 
COMMANDMENTS.  

 
5.            REMEMBER, YOUR FAMILY IS AT STAKE! 

YOUR FAMILY IS AT RISK WHEN YOU DISHONOR GOD! 
 

J.            I AM SADDENED BECAUSE MANY TIMES PEOPLE SUFFER 
NEEDLESSLY BECAUSE OF THEIR REBELLION AGAINST GOD. 
1.            SOMETIMES, PEOPLE DO PEOPLE A DISSERVICE BY TRYING TO 

HELP THEM WHEN GOD IS TRYING TO CORRECT THEM BY 
DISCIPLINING THEM IN A TRIAL. 

2.            THINK, HOW CAN A GOD ROBBER EXPECT TO PROSPER WHEN 
HE IS VIOLATING GOD? 
 

HOW CAN A GOD ROBBER EXPECT TO PROSPER WHEN HE IS VIOLATING 
GOD? 

 
3.            SOMETIMES PEOPLE TRY TO HELP THOSE WHO ARE GOING 

AGAINST GOD. THEY ARE ACTUALLY THEMSELVES DRAWN 
INTO A BATTLE AGAINST GOD BY PEOPLE THEY ARE TRYING 
TO HELP. 

BE CAREFUL NOT TO ASSIST PEOPLE WHO ARE AT ODDS WITH GOD AND BE 
DRAWN INTO THE FIGHT AGAINST GOD WITH THEM! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

K.           NOT KNOWING THE WORD OF GOD CAUSE THEM TO NOT DO THE 
WORD OF GOD. 
1.            AS A RESULT, THEY SUFFERED BECAUSE OF THEIR FAILURE TO 

TAKE THE TIME TO KNOW WHAT GOD EXPECTED OF THEM. 
2.            HOW MANY OF US TODAY STRUGGLING BECAUSE WE ARE NOT 

DOING WHAT GOD SAYS FIRST TO DO? SOMETIMES IT’S 
SIMPLY BECAUSE WE JUST DON'T KNOW WHAT IS THE RIGHT 
THING TO DO. 
 

L.            OUR WHOLE HOUSEHOLD CAN SUFFER BECAUSE OF OUR 
IGNORANCE OF GOD’S WORD. WE MUST BE SERIOUS ABOUT 
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD. WE CANNOT ATTEND CHURCHES 
THAT DO NOT TEACH US THE WHOLE TRUTH. THE COST OF 
IGNORANCE OF GOD'S WORD IS TOO GREAT! 



(NIV84) HO 4:6 MY PEOPLE ARE DESTROYED FROM LACK OF 
KNOWLEDGE. “BECAUSE YOU HAVE REJECTED KNOWLEDGE, I 
ALSO REJECT YOU AS MY PRIESTS; BECAUSE YOU HAVE 
IGNORED THE LAW OF YOUR GOD, I ALSO WILL IGNORE YOUR 
CHILDREN.  
1.            THIS IS SAD, BUT IT IS TRUE. 
2.            GOD HAS SAID 

(NKJV) LK 12:47 AND THAT SERVANT WHO KNEW HIS 
MASTER’S WILL, AND DID NOT PREPARE HIMSELF OR DO 
ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, SHALL BE BEATEN WITH MANY 
STRIPES.   
48 BUT HE WHO DID NOT KNOW, YET COMMITTED THINGS 
DESERVING OF STRIPES, SHALL BE BEATEN WITH FEW.  
FOR EVERYONE TO WHOM MUCH IS GIVEN, FROM HIM 
MUCH WILL BE REQUIRED; AND TO WHOM MUCH HAS 
BEEN COMMITTED, OF HIM THEY WILL ASK THE MORE.  
A.            TODAY, WE HAVE NO EXCUSE. ALL OF US HAVE THE 

WORD OF GOD RIGHT WITHIN OUR REACH. WE HAVE 
OUR BIBLES RIGHT IN OUR CELL PHONES. 

B.            DO YOU THINK GOD IS GOING TO EXCUSE US FOR NOT 
KNOWING HIS WORD WHEN HIS WORD IS SO VERY 
NEAR US! 

GOD'S WORD IS NEAR YOU, IT IS AS CLOSE AS YOUR CELL PHONE 
3.            INSTEAD OF USING IT TO GET CLOSE TO GOD, YOU USE IT TO 

GET CLOSE TO YOUR FRIENDS ON FACEBOOK. 
A.            TO TEXT DURING CHURCH.  
B.            TO WATCH PEOPLE FIGHT. 
C.            TO LOOK AT CATS! 
D.            TO KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST GOSSIP. 
E.            TO TELL PEOPLE WHAT YOU ATE THIS MORNING 
F.             TO FIND A BOYFRIEND OR GIRLFRIEND 
G.            WHATEVER! 

 
M.          WE MUST PUT GOD'S WORD FIRST IN OUR LIFE. REMEMBER WHY THE 

PEOPLE SUFFERED? 
 
THEY NEITHER KNEW THE LORD NOR WHAT HE HAD DONE 

 
1.            THE WORD IS NEAR US ALL. IT IS AS CLOSE AS OUR MOUTHS 

TO REPEAT IT. IT WILL NOT RETURN TO HIM VOID. 
2.            LIFE AND DEATH ARE IN THE POWER OF THE TONGUE! BE 

CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY! 
A.            YOU ARE CHILDREN OF GOD CREATED IN HIS IMAGE 

AND HAVE THE POWER OF THE WORDS YOU SPEAK TO 
MAKE YOU OR BREAK YOU! 



(NIV84) PR 18:20 FROM THE FRUIT OF HIS MOUTH A 
MAN’S STOMACH IS FILLED; WITH THE HARVEST 
FROM HIS LIPS HE IS SATISFIED.  
 

3.            WHEN YOU KNOW THE WORD OF GOD YOU COMMAND 
ANGELS  TO BRING TO PASS GOD'S WORD FOR YOUR LIFE.  
(NKJV) PS 103:20 BLESS THE LORD, YOU HIS ANGELS, WHO 
EXCEL IN STRENGTH, WHO DO HIS WORD, HEEDING THE 
VOICE OF HIS WORD.  
 
(NKJV) HEB 1:14 ARE THEY NOT ALL MINISTERING SPIRITS 
SENT FORTH TO MINISTER FOR THOSE WHO WILL INHERIT 
SALVATION?  
 

4.            GOD WILL GIVE YOU THE FRUIT OF YOUR LIPS AND YOU WILL 
BE JUDGED BY NOT ONLY WHAT YOU DO, BUT BY ALSO WHAT 
YOU SAY! 
(NIV84) MT 12:36 BUT I TELL YOU THAT MEN WILL HAVE TO 
GIVE ACCOUNT ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT FOR EVERY 
CARELESS WORD THEY HAVE SPOKEN.  37 FOR BY YOUR 
WORDS YOU WILL BE ACQUITTED, AND BY YOUR WORDS 
YOU WILL BE CONDEMNED.”  

 
THEY NEITHER KNEW THE LORD NOR WHAT HE HAD DONE 

 
N.           THEREFORE, WHAT MUST WE DO?  

(NKJV) 2 TI 2:15 BE DILIGENT TO PRESENT YOURSELF APPROVED 
TO GOD, A WORKER WHO DOES NOT NEED TO BE ASHAMED, 
RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH.  
(NIV84) 16 AVOID GODLESS CHATTER, BECAUSE THOSE WHO 
INDULGE IN IT WILL BECOME MORE AND MORE UNGODLY.  
AGAIN THE POWER OF THE TONGUE!  
 
1.            THIS IS THE REASON I AM PRESENTING THE BACK TO THE 

BIBLE PROGRAM TO YOU. 
2.            EVERYONE IN THIS CHURCH NEEDS TO START CARRYING 

THEIR BIBLE WITH THEM. ESPECIALLY HERE IN CHURCH!  
O.           WE MUST COME TO KNOW THE WORD OF GOD SO THAT WE CAN 

TRUST GOD OVER OURSELVES. WE HAVE TO REMEMBER, OUR WAYS 
ARE NOT HIS WAYS. HE IS OUR DELIVERER! 

GOD IS OUR DELIVERER! WE CAN’T DELIVER OURSELVES! 
1.            OUR WAYS WILL DESTROY US. 
2.            WE HAVE TO DENY WHAT WE WANT AND DO WHAT GOD SAYS!  
3.            WE ARE KILLING OURSELVES BY IGNORING GOD AND NOT 

KNOWING THAT HE WILL TAKE CARE OF US IF WE DEVOTE 
OURSELVES TO HIM. 



P.            HE TELLS US TO COME TOGETHER AND ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER. 
THIS IS THE REASON YOU MUST HAVE A GOOD CHURCH!  
(NKJV) HEB 10:24 AND LET US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER IN 
ORDER TO STIR UP LOVE AND GOOD WORKS,  
 25 NOT FORSAKING THE ASSEMBLING OF OURSELVES 
TOGETHER, AS IS THE MANNER OF SOME, BUT EXHORTING ONE 
ANOTHER, AND SO MUCH THE MORE AS YOU SEE THE DAY 
APPROACHING 
1.            HOW CAN YOU ENCOURAGE OTHERS IF YOU ARE NOT IN 

CONTACT WITH THEM?  
2.            YOU MUST BE AROUND BELIEVERS THAT WILL HOLD YOU 

ACCOUNTABLE.  
FAILURE TO ATTEND CHURCH DISHONORS GOD WHO GAVE HIMSELF FOR IT 

 
3.            YOU BETTER HAVE A PASTOR THAT WILL TEACH YOU GOD'S 

WORD.  
 

IGNORANCE OF GOD’S WORD IS COSTLY. YOU NEED TO KNOW IT! 
 
4.            YOU NEED TO KNOW GOD’S WORD!  

A.            THE MEMBERS OF THIS CHURCH SHOULD BE 
ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT. 

B.            WE SHOULD SEE EACH OTHER AS FAMILY! 
5.            WE DON'T NEED TO SEEK OUT A CHURCH WHERE WE CAN HIDE 

OUT, WE NEED TO BE IN A CHURCH WHERE WE STAND OUT AS 
SERVANTS OF GOD! 

DON'T SEEK A CHURCH TO HIDE OUT IN, SEEK A CHURCH TO STAND OUT IN 
6.            YOU NEED TO BE ENCOURAGE AND ABLE TO DO THE WORK OF 

THE LORD.  
A.            REMEMBER, GOD EXPECTS YOU TO BEAR FRUIT! 
B.            REMEMBER ALSO, IF YOU DO NOT BEAR FRUIT, YOU ARE 

DISOBEYING HIM AND HE WILL HOLD YOU 
ACCOUNTABLE.  

Q.           LOOK WHAT HAPPENED AS A RESULT OF IGNORANCE TO ELI’S SONS 
(NIV84) 1 SA 2:12 ELI’S SONS WERE WICKED MEN; THEY HAD NO 
REGARD FOR THE LORD.  

(NKJV) 1 SA 2:12 NOW THE SONS OF ELI WERE CORRUPT; 
THEY DID NOT KNOW THE LORD.  

 
(NIV84) 1 SA 2:17 THIS SIN OF THE YOUNG MEN WAS VERY GREAT 
IN THE LORD’S SIGHT, FOR THEY WERE TREATING THE LORD’S 
OFFERING WITH CONTEMPT.  

(NKJV) 1 SA 2:17 THEREFORE THE SIN OF THE YOUNG MEN 
WAS VERY GREAT BEFORE THE LORD, FOR MEN ABHORRED 
THE OFFERING OF THE LORD.  

 



1.            GOD DESTROYED THIS MAN OF GOD'S FAMILY BECAUSE OF 
THEIR IGNORANCE AND THEIR IGNORANT DISOBEDIENCE 
AND DISRESPECT TO HIM. 
 

NOT KNOWING THE WORD OF GOD IS NOT AN EXCUSE GOD WILL ACCEPT 
FROM YOU! 

2.                  YOU MUST COME TO KNOW THE WORD OF GOD! YOU MUST 
MAKE SURE YOU HAVE HIS WORD IN YOUR HEART! 
A.            THIS IS YOUR MOST IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITY IN 

LIFE! REMEMBER THE WORDS OF SOLOMON: 
(NKJV) EC 12:13 LET US HEAR THE CONCLUSION OF 
THE WHOLE MATTER: FEAR GOD AND KEEP HIS 
COMMANDMENTS, FOR THIS IS MAN’S ALL.   
14 FOR GOD WILL BRING EVERY WORK INTO 
JUDGMENT, INCLUDING EVERY SECRET THING, 
WHETHER GOOD OR EVIL.  

ETERNITY IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE HERE AND NOW 
R.           AGAIN, WHY DO MANY PEOPLE SUFFER IN LIFE? 

(NIV84) JDG 2:10 AFTER THAT WHOLE GENERATION HAD BEEN 
GATHERED TO THEIR FATHERS, ANOTHER GENERATION GREW 
UP, WHO KNEW NEITHER THE LORD NOR WHAT HE HAD DONE FOR 
ISRAEL.   
 
(NIV84) JDG 2:10 AFTER THAT WHOLE GENERATION HAD BEEN 
GATHERED TO THEIR FATHERS, ANOTHER GENERATION GREW 
UP, WHO KNEW NEITHER THE LORD NOR WHAT HE HAD DONE 
FOR ISRAEL.   

 
THEY NEITHER KNEW THE LORD NOR WHAT HE HAD DONE BEFORE 

S.            THEY DID NOT KNOW HIM TO KNOW WHAT HE EXPECTED OF THEM 
AND THEY DID NOT KNOW WHAT HE WOULD DO FOR THOSE THAT 
LOVE HIM AND PUT HIM FIRST! 
1.            THEY WERE IGNORANT OF HIS WORD  

A.            WHICH MEANT AN IGNORANCE OF HIM 
2.            THEY WERE IGNORANT OF HIS WORKS. 

A.            THEY WOULD NOT TRUST HIM WITH TAKE CARE OF 
THEM 

T.            IT IS TIME FOR US TO COME TO KNOW THE LORD AND TO REMEMBER 
WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE WILL DO FOR US. 

U.           IT IS BETTER TO OBEY GOD THAN TO TRY TO MAKE IT WITHOUT HIM. 
IF WE KNOW HIM, WE KNOW HE WILL NOT FORSAKE US. 
 

V.            HERE IS THE GOD THAT WE SERVE AND HIS WORDS TO US 
JE 29: 11 FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU,” DECLARES 
THE LORD, “PLANS TO PROSPER YOU AND NOT TO HARM YOU, 
PLANS TO GIVE YOU HOPE AND A FUTURE.  



1.                        THESE PLANS ARE BASED UPON A CONDITION 
12 THEN YOU WILL CALL UPON ME AND COME AND PRAY TO ME, 
AND I WILL LISTEN TO YOU. 13 YOU WILL SEEK ME AND FIND ME 
WHEN YOU SEEK ME WITH ALL YOUR HEART. 14 I WILL BE 
FOUND BY YOU,” DECLARES THE LORD, “AND WILL BRING YOU 
BACK FROM CAPTIVITY. I WILL GATHER YOU FROM ALL THE 
NATIONS AND PLACES WHERE I HAVE banished you,” declares the 
Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into 
exile.” 
 

W.          (NKJV) 2 Ch 7:13 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command 
the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people,  14 if My 
people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and 
seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 

X.            So now, no matter your situation, now is the time, this very moment to make up 
your mind that you will turn to the Lord. You will put him first and as he has said 
he will deliver you when you call upon his name! 

Y.            Now is the opportunity for everyone to return to the Lord to honor him and to 
come to know him. 
1.            I now open up the doors of this church for you to join with us and for those 

that have been to make the commitment to put him first. 
2.            To stop missing church thinking that other things are more important. 
3.            Remember, you must know the Lord and what he expects of you and you 

must know how he will take care of you. 
 
THEY NEITHER KNEW THE LORD NOR WHAT HE HAD DONE BEFORE 
 

Z.            God does not automatically fulfill his plan for us. We have to accept his plan. 
1.            God had a plan for Adam and Eve. They rejected it! 
2.            How did they reject it? They were disobedient! 
3.            If they were obedient they would’ve had the best of the land and death 

would have never entered the world. 
 

AA.        Don't forget, that's the reason he established his church - so that we will not be 
prey to situations in this world. 
(NKJV) Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,  12 for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,  13 till 
we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;   
 
14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness 
of deceitful plotting,  15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, 



joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love.  

BB.        Your success in life is dependent upon your knowing the Lord and that he will 
take care of you. 

CC.       Now, 
(NKJV) Mt 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you.  


