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REVIEW OF THE POWER OF THE TONGUE
Two weeks ago, | spoke with you about the power of the tongue. God has
given you and me the ability to share his gospel and speak the truth to this
world and its powers. We should use the power of our voice to change our
world. He has given us his Holy Spirit that we might be his witnesses in this
world. We can make a difference if we would just allow God to use us.

We don’t have to have degrees in theology or any higher education to
share the gospel. The Scripture said it pleased God through the foolishness
of preaching to save those who believe. Even a simple child can speak
salvation to the world.

| showed you how the wicked can use the power of the tongue to enslave
masses of people. With the eloquence of speech, our political leaders can
lead people to destruction if we, the children of God, remain silent.

God has given us the power to make a difference in our world today. We
just have to be bold and courageous enough to be willing to stand for what
we believe. God is with us, and by the power of his Holy Spirit, we can
change our world. He said he would be with us. We just need to go and tell
it!

| want to remind you of that message. If you have not heard it, | encourage
you to check it out. It can change your life.

And with all messages, review, review, review, review, review. God has
much more to say than whatever you hear a man say!

TODAY’S MESSAGE
Today, in this message, | want to remind you that God will not hold us
guiltless for this terrible sinful world we are living in. We are partly
responsible for what is going on around us. Our silence to what is
happening indicates our agreement to the injustices that are being created
in our name by our government and the people of our community.

| remind you | have been sent to you to know the truth so that you will not
be toss to and from by every wind of doctrine by the trickery of men, in the
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cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may
grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ. (Ephesians 4:14—15
(NKJV))

The Scripture tells us

“14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.” (Mt 5:14—16, NKJV)

How Long Do You Intend to Remain Hidden?
Are You Ashamed of the Gospel of Christ?

The Indictment
Jesus has called us out of the world and made us a light in the darkness. In
this Scripture, He has compared us to a city that is on a hill. He states that
we are a city of lights that cannot be hidden.
When he speaks of a city set on a hill, it is his intention for us to be the
head and not the tail, but we have chosen to be the tail and not the head.
We have chosen to tuck our tails and run and not be the light he intends for
us to be in this dark world.

The world we live in is truly in great darkness! Sin is everywhere! We all
know this to be true. It has come about because some have raised their
voices and call evil good and good evil; they put darkness for light and light
for darkness.

Many of these voices are the political leaders that we have selected. We
have said we want them to rule over us and not god fearing men and
women. The darkness in our world today is our fault. Especially in this
nation because we are a republic, and our leaders are the ones we select.

We vote for people that support the murder of innocent babies in their
mother’'s womb and we are not ashamed, and then we wonder why our
children can murder innocent children sitting in their homes with random
gunfire and not be ashamed. We promote murder and take pride in it.

We vote and support people that promote alternate lifestyles contrary to the
word of God. We encourage fornication, adultery, homosexuality, and all
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forms of immorality and declare it is acceptable for our society. We do this
all in the name of love, but | thought God is love? How can love be the
solution when God who is love says it is not?

We support people that have no respect for God or country and want to
rewrite the Bible and our history to suit their narratives. Because most are
ignorant of the Bible and history, are those us knowledgeable of the truth
going to bury it or reveal it?

Brothers and sisters, look at the world we live in. It is so full of darkness!
Why? Because we who are the light of the world refused to let our light
shine!

People are choosing right and wrong, based upon human judgment alone.
They are ignorant of the righteous truth of God’s word. Through the
eloquence of man words, they are led along to the tune of the pied pipers
song into darkness, death and eternal damnation.

Has not Jesus said you are the light of the world? Where is the light you
are supposed to let shine? Where are you people who claim to be of the
light? When you go into the darkness to choose our leaders do you choose
darkness, or do you choose light?

Don’t you realize that God has said that what’s done in the dark will come
to light?

Let your light shine now! How long do you intend to remain hidden? Are
you ashamed of the gospel of Christ? Let your light shine now! If not now,
when? When do you intend to be a true ambassador for Christ?

Don’t you think our children deserve a better world? What we are passing
to them is a world of darkness. Don’t you see that if we let our light shine,
we could give them a better world?

How can we do this to our children and our grandchildren? We knew w the
truth! Are we ashamed to speak out against the sin that is constricting itself
around us? How long will we remain silent? Let us arise and slay the
serpent that strikes against our heel.

You Must Not Be Ashamed
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Jesus said,

“38 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed
when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.””” (Mk
8:38, NKJV)

How Long Do You Intend to Remain Hidden? Are You Ashamed of the
gospel of Christ?

You must not be! Because Christ tells us clearly that if we do not speak for
him in this adulterous and sinful generation, we will find a great surprise
when he comes in glory with his holy angels. We have allowed the serpent
to deceive even us with his slithery silver tongue.

Let us look at that again and remember that we are the light of the world;
we must let our lights shine. “38 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man
also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with
the holy angels.”” (Mk 8:38, NKJV)

Is this you? What are we going to do? How long will we remain hidden?
Don’t you realize the only way we can stay hidden is that we hide our light?

If we hide our light, are we are ashamed of our light? Are we ashamed of
the truth? The truth of God’s word? What other reason can it be? What
excuse do you have?

If you are a servant of the Lord, and if you say you believe in Jesus, then
you must be willing to stand out! Light cannot be hidden in darkness! It
reveals itself! If it is truly light it shines in the darkness!

Why do you snuff out the flame inside of you? Be bold, be courageous, fan
into an inferno the flame the gift that God has graced you with, for such a
time as this, God has allowed you to be in this world. This is the generation
you are to witness to. You have been chosen! If you refuse, God will raise
up another, and his truth will be heard. The words of a good and faithful
servant will be lost to you for eternity.

He created you to be on a hill. You cannot remain hidden! You must not
remain hidden! You must be willing to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ!
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Use whatever tools you have at your disposal. Cell phone, text it, write it,
post it, tweet it, Instagram it, tell it, social media it, whatever way he reveals
to you, do it! Don’t hide his word.

Remember the talents! Are you hiding your light?

Does the fear of man give you pause? Don’t you proclaim, greater is he
that is in you that he that that is in the world? Are these empty words? Or
do you love the world more than you love it's creator? Do you embrace the
ways of the world with your silence? Has politics bewitched you? Did not
Jesus warn you to beware of the doctrines of the parties? Have you been
drinking their Kool-aid?

Jesus makes it clear that although we have a choice, we must not seek to
sleep with the darkness. “46 I have come as a light into the world, that
whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.” (Jn 12:46,
NKJV)

There is no other way around this! If you and | remain silent and do not
allow our light to shine, we have chosen to stay in darkness. If we stay in
the darkness, we will be condemned along with the darkness. Jesus told us
to let our light shine. Why don’t we? Is it because we are ashamed of the
gospel of Christ?

Are you ashamed of the gospel of Christ? Are you afraid of what men will
do to you?
You Will Be Persecuted If You Stand For Truth!

There is nothing unique about this generation compared to other
generations. All Christians have had a responsibility to let their light shine in
their generation. Every generation has its risk for us as Christians.

The risk will always be there. There is no escaping it!

Jesus said: “18 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me
before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love
its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of
the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that |
said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word,
they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things they will do to you
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for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me.” (Jn
15:18-21, NKJV)

This is just one of the things that come along with being called a Christian.
In every generation, we all must face persecution. That is the way God
designed it. We are going to be persecuted, and that’s just the way it is.

If the world does not come against you because of Christ, they will come
after you because they don’t know Christ!

John 15:21 (NKJV): 21 But all these things they will do to you for My
name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me.

Did you get that they will abuse you because they don’t know him. Why
don’t they know him? Because you failed to tell them. Perhaps you didn’t
want to offend them?

How dare we offend anybody with the Truth of God’s word? How dare we?
How dare we hurt their feelings? Is it better to hurt their feeling now, or be
silent and knowing their souls will rot in hell?

He has told us, either way, in this world, we will have trouble (John 16:33)
and that “22 And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he
who endures to the end will be saved.” (Mt 10:22, NKJV)

We have to understand that we have a blessing coming when we are
persecuted because we stand for his name.

Jesus said, “10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed
are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad,
for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.” (Mt 5:10-12, NKJV)

Why do we shy away from man? Man can not save our eternal souls. All
men die and go the way of the grave. Death is the great equalizer. But
death has been en defeated at the cross of Christ. Look beyond this world
and see the great reward of heaven given be the creator. The reward no
man can steal nor deny.

This is no different than what has happened in the past. When the apostles
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were brought before the political leaders in Jerusalem, the high priest
asked them, “28 saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to
teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your
doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood on us!” 29 But Peter
and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God
rather than men.

They were faced with some of the same challenges we face today. We
speak about them because they were firm in the faith. We have the same
opportunity that the apostles had. They even rubbed it in the face of the
political leaders. They doubled down and carried on and said with boldnes,

30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by
hanging on a tree.

Wow! They had just said to them, “didn’t we strictly command you not to
teach in this name?”

They were telling them they were offended by the name of Jesus. And they
responded to their leaders, reminding them that they murdered Jesus by
hanging him on a tree. Why didn’t they just say they aborted his life? Don’t
you think they should have been considerate of the acceptable ways of
society?

Then they went on to say

31 Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are His
witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God
has given to those who obey Him.”” (Ac 5:28-32, NKJV)

How offensive!? How dare them!?

| don’t think they were ashamed of the gospel of Christ. | don’t think they
were letting their light be hidden. What courage they had! And their names
are written in heaven for their boldness.

Guess what, they were no different than you and me. They did not have
anything we don’t have. We have the same spirit they had. They just
weren’t afraid to use their tongue to speak the gospel to them. That's the
reason the spirit came as tongues over their heads. They were given power
to speak!
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Let’s see what the leaders did then.

“33 When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill them.”
(Ac 5:33, NKJV)

We must realize that what men may do to us in this world cannot affect our
eternity unless we allow them.

All men can do is get us to remain silent and, by our silence, follow them as
they lead us into hell with them. Satan is so clever and cunning. If you
don’t speak up for Christ, he knows Christ will not speak up for you.

The spirit was given to so you could use your tongue and be his witness.
Acts 2:2-6 (NKJV): And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as
of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of
fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance.

5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every
nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound occurred, the multitude
came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them
speak in his own lanquage.

They weren’t ashamed. They let their light shine and used their tongues so
that over 3000 were saved that day.

God Did Not Bless Us To Hide Us!
Now listen, | want to ask your question, who are you more respectful of,
man or God?

The people of this world are of darkness; we are of the light. We must
stand for the light like Jesus stood for the light. He was persecuted for it,
and we must understand we also will be persecuted for it.

We must not remain hidden any longer. Our children and our grandchildren

will pay the price for our silence. The world we pass to them is a world of
greater darkness because we have chosen to remain hidden.

Page 8 of 11



2021-11-07

Let me tell you something. The world is going to hate you anyway. No
matter what you do, it's going to hate you and persecute you. Satan has no
friends! You cannot be a friend to the world and a friend of God! The world
will persecute you anyway.

Now | want you to think. Since you’re going to be persecuted by the world
anyway, would you rather be persecuted with God on your side or
persecuted without God on your side?

As for me, since the world is gonna persecute me anyway because | call
myself a Christian, | might as well let my light shine and have the favor of
God. If | don’t let my light shine, | will experience the wrath of God for my
disobedience. What say you?

How much longer will we choose to remain silent and in darkness? The
Scripture tells us we have a responsibility.

“8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light.

11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather expose them. (Eph 5:8,11 NKJV)

We are to walk as children of the light. We are to proclaim Jesus and be
unashamed of him. He shows us a responsibility that many of us are
ignorant of. He tells us that darkness will not be exposed unless we let our
light shine.

We are complicit with the sins of this world because we do not expose the
sin with our light. We are just as guilty as the murderers, the adulterers, the
fornicators, the homosexuals, and sinners that don’t know the truth
because we have sinned by not telling them the truth.

Look at the 11 verse of Ephesians 5. How is the darkness exposed? By us
letting our lights shine! Do you think the fornicators, the adulterers, the
homosexuals, the lesbians, the baby murderers, the child abusers, the
racist, the money lovers, and the exploiters of people want us to say that
those things are wrong? Of course not!

They want us to remain silent, they don’t want us to mention these things,
but we are to be the light of the world. We are to let the light of the gospel

Page 9 of 11



2021-11-07

shine. If we let our lights shine it will expose their wickedness. How long do
we intend to remain hidden? Are we ashamed of the gospel of Christ?

Let me show you something that is damnable for us and subjects us to the
wrath of God, even though we are called Christians.

Paul said;

“16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also
for the Greek.” (Ro 1:16, NKJV)

We have to look at this and recognize that if we don’t let our light shine,
many ignorant men and women will be damned to an eternity in hell. How
do you think God will feel about us for allowing so many who do not know
the truth of the gospel, do things that will bring the judgment of God on
them?

| used to use an illustration that | will repeat to you today. If there is a fire
burning in this building and there is only one way out. What would you think
of me if | knew the way and got out and left you here to be burned?

Well, let me tell you what God said about that type of attitude towards
others.

“17 “Son of man, | have made you a watchman for the house of Israel;
therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from
Me: 18 When | say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,” and you give
him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to
save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
blood I will require at your hand. 19 Yet, if you warn the wicked, and
he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he
shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul. 20 “Again,
when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits
iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because
you did not give him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his
righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; but his
blood I will require at your hand. 21 Nevertheless if you warn the
righteous man that the righteous should not sin, and he does not sin,
he shall surely live because he took warning; also you will have
delivered your soul.”” (Eze 3:17-21, NKJV)
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Listen, there’s a lot more | can tell you about this, but | think I've shared
enough for today. | may share more tomorrow.

Now you know you are basically in trouble with God if you don’t stand for
the truth.

The world will condemn you if you let your light shine!
God will condemn you if you don'’t let your light shine!

Life is choice driven you live or die by the choices you make. What choice
do you make?

Summary

Today, in this message, | wanted to remind you that God will not hold us
guiltless for this terrible sinful world we are living in. We are partly
responsible for what is going on around us. Our silence to what is
happening indicates our agreement to the injustices that are being created
in our name by our government and the people of our community.

| want to leave you with the question again.

How Long Do You Intend to Remain Hidden? Are You Ashamed of the
Gospel of Christ?
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