The Mark of a True Disciple of Christ

Jn 13:34-35 (NKJV) — 34 A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another; as
I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Loving one another is our greatest responsibility towards one another.

Jesus prays for unity and love among believers so that the world may believe the father sent him

Jn 17:20-23 (NKJV) — 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe
in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in
You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And
the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:
23 1 in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may
know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

It is God in us that gives us the ability to love as Christ has loved.

1Jn 4:7-8 (NKJV) — 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for
God is love.... 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one
has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been
perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has
given us of His Spirit.

The Holy Spirit gives us the ability to do so. We can’t manufacture this love; we need His Spirit to
empower us to love like Jesus.

Ga 5:22-23 (NKJV) — 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

Ro 5:5 (NKJV) — 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been
poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Love is costly!

1Jn 3:16-18 (NKJV) — 16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And
we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s
goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of
God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and
in truth.

How are we to love one another?

Jn 13:12-17 (NKJV) — 12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat
down again, He said to them, “Do you know what | have done to you? 13 You call Me
Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For | have given you an
example, that you should do as | have done to you. 16 Most assuredly, | say to you, a
servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.
17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.



Is there someone you are refusing to serve? Someone you're withholding love from? Will you
humble yourself as Jesus did? Don’t just say you love God. Show it by loving that person He’s
placed in your life, especially the hard ones.

Love is required of us.

Ro 13:8-10 (NKJV) — 8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves
another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,”
“You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear false witness,” “You shall
not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying,
namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

1 Pe 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will
cover a multitude of sins.”

Eph 5:1-2 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love,
as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for
a sweet-smelling aroma.

Col 3:14 (NKJV) — 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of
perfection.

1Jn 4:20-21 (NKJV) — 20 If someone says, “l love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar;
for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he
has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must
love his brother also.

Ro 12:9-10 (NKJV) — 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is
good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving
preference to one another;

Col 3:12-14 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one
another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must
do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.

What is real love?

1 Co 13:1-8 (NKJV) — 1 Though | speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | have
become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though | have the gift of prophecy, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and though | have all faith, so that | could remove mountains, but have not
love, | am nothing. 3 And though | bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though | give my body to be
burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love
does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked,
thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail;
whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.



